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Naftzger Park in downtown Wichita on March 15.
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The next step in the process to reinvent Naftzger Park in downtown
Wichita is a community meeting that will take place Wednesday at the
Downtown Wichita Corp. headquarters.

Wichita City Councilman Bryan Frye said Thursday that designs for a
revamped Naftzger Park, which sits just to the north of Intrust Bank
Arena, will be unveiled at the 6 p.m. meeting.

"We're going to bring everyone up to speed on an updated design,"
Frye said. "With this design, our goal is to make Naftzger Park a
welcoming public place for all of our citizens, as well as our visitors. A
lot of energy and time has been put into this."

Frye, taking the place of Wichita Mayor Jeff Longwell at a weekly briefing Thursday morning, said New York-
based design firm SWA/Balsley has been working on the new design for the park.

"We're very fortunate to have Tom Balsley, an internationally-known architect, working on this project," Frye
said. "He will be coming back to Wichita next week for the event."

According to his bio, Balsley has worked on more than 100 parks and plaza spaces in New York City alone
over the years.

In July, the city had two public input meetings where four separate designs were revealed. The park is just
west of where a planned $23 million mixed-use development is slated to go.

A group that includes Nick Esterline of Seneca Property LLC and Brad Saville of Landmark Commercial Real
Estate plans to turn the nearby Spaghetti Works building into a 41-unit apartment complex. A separate
build-out will include retail and office space.

Saville has said he thinks the revamping of the park is important to the overall development of the entire
area north and northeast of Intrust Bank Arena.

"Based on that input, Tom and his staff have worked to come up with a design that incorporates those
ideas," Frye said. "Everyone who has an interest in downtown, we're inviting them back to see the unveiling
of the new rendering."

Bryan Horwath
Reporter
Wichita Business Journal

FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF JEFF@DOWNTOWNWICHITA.ORG

MENU
� 	  Account �



3/16/2018 A New York-based architect will present plans for a new Naftzger Park in downtown Wichita - Wichita Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/news/2018/03/15/new-design-for-naftzger-park-to-be-unveiled-next.html?s=print 2/2


