


Thoughts
on

LANDSCAPI

\rchitecture



- SWA Group’s 50th Anniversary:

50 Years of Landscape Architecture

IN 1957, SWA GROUP WAS BORN as a seed in the North American postwar
‘ecosystem.” The emerging company was a collection of designers and planners
who shared ideas about collaboration, respect for the innate qualities of land,
and a belief in the value and importance of art and design. We are grateful to
the wonderful clients who, over the years, have helped us to play our part in
growing and shaping the ph}lrsical and cultural landscape of the latter half of
the 20th century.

Many individuals have sustained the practice and forged creative in-

sights with colleagues and clients, many professionals have contributed to

projects large and small, many people have been initially fostered by the group

and then succeeded in their own subsequent ventures. And today, many of us
continue to work together to keep the vision alive.

From the strength and—we hope—the wisdom of fifty years, we are

now asking questions about the future of our profession, our firm and the

- world that supports the firm. What will the world be like in 50 years? What has

changed most in the last 50 years? What will be the most significant challenges

of the next several decades a_nd what do we, as professionals, have to do with

those challenges? What kind of learning and training will we need to address

the r:(}mplf:xity of our nascent century?




At SWA, we are looking closely at how we need to change to adapt to
a changing world and to take an active part in its transformation. Sustain-
ability is clearly an impnﬁant issue—everyone talks about it, but are we only
painting the surface? We also have to assess the role of technology and how
new design and communication tools might change our approach to problem
solving. Changes in social values may also alter our practice, as well as new
business structures that suggest different ways to organize a company. Not
least, there may be significant changes in how we are regulated —and perhaps
even larger, tectonic shifts in governance models.

As design professionals, we must step up to define the questions that
need to be asked, because the answers will shape our future.

A year ago, we asked all of our staff, associates and principals to briefly
express their ideas about the future and predictions for the coming 50 years.

What follows, are 50 excerpts from their thoughts.

—Kevin Shanley, President






In his book The Day the Universe Changed, James Burke discusses the notion that

history is formed by a series of dynamic
events Or iINNOVations whose unexpected arrival dramati-
cally alters the course of events. These bumps along the way result in a new
way of looking at the world and cause society and culture to veer from its

intended path.



- To change the world,
| you've got to

| engage

the world.
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Future pﬂsﬂbiﬁties:

Adaptation and evolution. . .
climate change. ..
population growth. ..
design for globalization. . .
urban fabric. ..
personal space. . .
transportation. . .
energy and efficiency. ..

pollution and disregard. . .

restoration and reclamation. . .




IN THE YEAR 2057 AD:
GlOba“y: 8.5 billion people; 30% alternative energy sources used
P4

world-wide (75% in Europe and North America); rise of 2-3 meters in sea levels
(some Pacific archipelagos disappear, tens of millions of people in low-lying
areas of India and Southeast Asia displaced); millions of square feet of arctic
tundra thaw and release CO,; oceanic food production has plummeted with
changes in sea temperature.

NO I‘Th AVHE‘H Cd. 90% of population in metropolitan areas; radi-
cal change from carbon-based fuels to stored electrical units; heavy rail cor-
ridor use; automatic vehicle controls on interstate highways; local driving
remains under driver control with a city-center surcharge per visit; regula-
tions require food production near urban areas (extensive greenhouse farm-
ing); water is intensely managed (rain water harvesting, wastewater filtration
and recycling); Sunbelt population centers expand to maximize solar energy
production; most horizontal surfaces are designed to generate power (roofs,

cars, pavements).
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